Thursday, December 30 

Ecclesiastes 9:1 - 10:20 

There just doesn't seem to be much in life that is a sure thing, but all in all, being alive is better than being dead. That seems to be the king's thought in Chapter 9. As we look at the world through human eyes we see that there is no consistency. One state has drought while across the border there is widespread flooding. The just fail and the evil triumph. Toil and sweat create crops lost to hail. A man works for a company for thirty years and is let go just before retirement. The king says that no matter what the action or circumstance of life, all will end in the same place, so what difference has all of the effort made? Enjoy life—just don't expect to understand it. Seek out wisdom, though no one will much care anyway. 


The king has not finished every section with a definite explanation of life. This should give us all some comfort as we sometimes face the same question of “why”? After all, Ecclesiastes is generally attributed to Solomon who was known as the wisest of all the kings of his time. His wisdom was God-given, yet even he could not avoid the frustration of not being able to decipher God's intent. 


In chapter 10 the king returns to a series of proverbs. One can almost feel the emotion in this style of writing. The frustration has again been voiced, but now it is time to return to the reality of life — there are truths that must be acknowledged and advice to be given. 


In Ecclesiastes, the king's point is never that God is undecided or undirected in His plans for His creation. God is not the problem. The problem is that man will always wonder what his own purpose is. It is a question that many philosophers over the centuries have tried to answer without God. They have all failed in their endeavor and many ended their lives in total despair. Meanwhile, philosophers and scientists through the centuries who believed that their work was inspired by God's revelation of His plans found peace instead of despair in their search. Chapter by chapter in Ecclesiastes the king draws us through all of the emotion and frustration of this search for meaning, but his purpose is not to lead the reader to despair, but to lead the reader to God as the only sure answer to it all. 

